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“LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU WITH
VAIN WORDS”

Eric Lyons

INTRODUCTION1

Never has a more vain and vacuous statement been uttered than
“God does not exist.” Yet, these and similar empty, egotistical words
have been heard expressed with increasing frequency in recent times.
From Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion (2006) to Christopher
Hitchens’ god Is Not Great (2007), Satan has used some of the most
popular works in the world (New York Times bestsellers) to deceive
millions. More recently, the world-renowned atheistic cosmologist
Stephen Hawking was given an entire hour on Discovery Channel’s
new Curiosity series to allege that God did not create the Universe. He
concluded the pilot episode (titled “Did God Create the Universe?”)
with the following:

We are each free to believe what we want and it’s my view that
the simplest explanation is there is no God. No one created the
Universe and no one directs our fate. This leads me to a pro-
found realization. There is probably no heaven, and no afterlife
either. We have this one life to appreciate the grand design of the
Universe, and for that, I am extremely grateful.2

Sadly, such “profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what
is falsely called knowledge” (1 Tim. 6:20; cf. 2 Tim. 2:16) seem to
have had an extremely negative impact on America.

Three extensive surveys over the past 20 years have revealed that
a growing number of Americans are becoming less and less religious.
In 1990, 8.2% of Americans claimed to be non-religious, most notably
agnostics and atheists.3 In 2001, that number had jumped up to 14.1%,4
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and by 2008 it had reached 15%.5 Based upon a combined total of
217,742 residential households surveyed (an average of 72,580 per
effort) in the contiguous United States, the percentage of non-religious
Americans has almost doubled in two decades. Whereas in 1990, one
out of every 12 Americans claimed to be non-religious, today nearly
one out of every six Americans claims no religious affiliation.6

Sadly, the America that we inhabit today is a very different country
(religiously speaking) than it was when I grew up in the 1980s, and
drastically dissimilar to the country in which my father was reared in
the 1940s. In 1947, for example, 89% of Americans identified
themselves as Christian Protestants or Catholics, in addition to the
millions of other “religious” Americans (e.g., Jews, Mormons, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, et cetera),7 which would
have left comparatively very few atheists and agnostics.

The odds of you crossing paths with an atheist or agnostic at some
point in the next few months are pretty high. The likelihood of your
children, grandchildren, nephews or nieces running into atheistic
professors or skeptical students in high school or college is very high
(considering many public schools and universities are breeding grounds
for non-religious Americans). More than ever, Christians need to equip
themselves with the tools and weapons to help them “Fight the good
fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4-5).

COMMON SENSE AND THE CREATOR

The most fundamental question that a person can (and should) ask
is: “Where did the Universe and everything in it (including myself)
come from?” It is fitting that the only God-inspired book in the
world—the Bible—answers this very question in its opening statement:
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1,
emphasis added). In the subsequent verses, man is informed that not
only did God create the heavens and the earth, but He made everything
in the heavens and on the Earth (Gen. 1:2-31; cf. Ex. 20:11). According
to Scripture, everything that exists in the physical Universe ultimately
came from an eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, infinite Creator (Gen.
17:1; 18:14; Ps. 139; 90:2).
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The theory that atheistic evolutionists have advanced for several
decades now, which supposedly best explains our existence from a
purely naturalistic perspective, is known as the “Big Bang.” It has
circulated via science textbooks all over the world. One of the leading
publishers of science curricula for many years has been Prentice Hall.
In their 1992 General Science textbook, titled A Voyage of Discovery,
they included the following section on “The Birth and Death of the
Universe.”

How was the universe born and how will it end? Most astrono-
mers believe that about 18 to 20 billion years ago all the matter
in the universe was concentrated into one very dense, very hot
region that may have been much smaller than a period on this
page. For some unknown reason, this region exploded. This
explosion is called the big bang. One result of the big bang was
the formation of galaxies, all racing away from one another.8

Since 1992 the “birth of the Universe” has been shaved substan-
tially (from 18 to 20 billion years ago to 12 to 15 billion years ago),9

but the theory is more or less the same. Ask an atheist how the
Universe came to be and you likely will hear: “It all started with a big
bang.”

So which is it? Did everything in the physical Universe come into
existence via the supernatural or the natural? Was it caused by a purely
naturalistic Big Bang or an infinite Mighty God? How did Earth get
here? Whence came the Milky Way and the billions of other galaxies
in the Universe? How did the multiplied quadrillions of stars (some of
which are hundreds of times bigger than the Sun) come into existence?
Although atheistic, evolutionary scientists are fond of ridiculing
Genesis 1:1 as being unreasonable and unscientific, the fact is, Scrip-
ture’s explanation for ultimate origins is both sensible and scientific.

First, a study of the material Universe reveals that all physical
effects must have adequate causes that precede the effects (a truism
known as the Law of Causality or the Law of Cause and Effect). One
small drop of rain does not flood an entire city, a paper airplane cannot
carry an astronaut to the Moon, nor can a fire extinguisher cool the Sun.
But what about the effect of the Universe itself? What was its cause?
Was the gargantuan Universe caused by an explosion of a minute ball
of matter or by an omnipotent Creator? Just as easily as one can know
that a paper airplane is unable to transport an astronaut to the Moon, he
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can know that naturalistic explanations (e.g., Big Bang theory) are not
adequate causes for the Universe. But, God is.

Second, from what we observe in nature, matter and energy are
neither created nor destroyed. Scientists refer to this fact as the First
Law of Thermodynamics. Evolutionists allege that the Universe began
with the explosion of a ball of matter several billion years ago, yet they
never have provided a reasonable explanation for the cause of the
“original” ball of matter. An attempt to do so was made a few years ago
in the April 28, 2007 issue of New Scientist magazine titled “The
Beginning: What Triggered the Big Bang?” Notice the last line of the
featured article: “[T]he quest to understand the origin of the universe
seems destined to continue until we can answer a deeper question: why
is there anything at all instead of nothing?”10 The fact is, a logical,
naturalistic explanation for the origin of the “original” ball of matter
that supposedly led to the Universe does not exist. It cannot exist so
long as the First Law of Thermodynamics is true (i.e., in nature
matter/energy cannot create itself).

Third, since the physical Universe exists, and yet it could not have
created itself, then the Universe is either eternal or something/someone
outside of the Universe must have created it. Relatively few scientists
propose that the Universe is eternal. In fact, there would be no point in
attempting to explain the “beginning” of the Universe if atheists
believed it always existed. What is more, the Second Law of Thermo-
dynamics, which states that matter and energy become less usable over
time, has led most scientists to conclude that the Universe has not
always existed (else we would be out of usable energy).11 But, if matter
is not eternal, and it cannot create itself, then the only logical conclu-
sion is that something/someone outside of nature (i.e., supernatural)
caused the Universe and everything in it. Christians call this Someone,
“The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth”
(Isa. 40:28).

Finally, not only do the scientific Laws of Thermodynamics and
the Law of Cause and Effect support the truth of Genesis 1:1, so also
does the fact that design demands a designer. Just as sure as a painting
demands a painter and a law a law-giver, the orderly, law-abiding,
picturesque heavens and Earth demand, not a random, mindless,
unexplained explosion (when have explosions ever caused order and
design?), but an intelligent Designer. As the psalmist wrote: “The
heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His
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handiwork” (Ps. 19:1). What is more: “The whole earth is full of His
glory!” (Isa. 6:3). Indeed, both the heavens and the Earth testify day
after day and night after night to anyone and everyone who will listen
(Ps. 19:2-4)—“He who built all things is God” (Heb. 3:4).

Naturalistic explanations for the Universe and its laws leave an
explanatory void that only a supernatural Being (i.e., God) can fill. If
man will only open his eyes and ears, he will discover what both
Heaven and Earth reveal: “that the things which are seen were not made
of things which are visible” (Heb. 11:3). Rather, “God created the
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1, emphasis added).

ATHEISM:
CONTRADICTORY AT BEST, HIDEOUS AT WORST

If there is no God, as more Americans are alleging, then it follows
that real, objective moral evil cannot exist. Atheists cannot logically
condemn the Nazis for objective moral evil, while simultaneously
saying that we arose from rocks and rodents. They cannot reasonably
rebuke a child molester for being immoral, while at the same time
believing that we evolved from slime. Reason demands that objective
good and evil can only exist if there is some real, objective reference
point. As Thomas Warren stated in his debate with Antony Flew: “The
truth of the matter is, the basic implication of the atheistic system does
not allow objective moral right or objective moral wrong.”12 Atheists,
thus, find themselves in a conundrum: (1) They must admit to objective
morality (which ultimately means that a moral lawgiver, i.e., God,
exists); or, (2) They must contend that everything is relative—that no
action on Earth could ever be objectively good or evil, which is a
hideous, repulsive proposition. Yet, some of the leading atheists and
agnostics in the world understand that if there is no God, then there can
be no ultimate, binding standard of morality for humanity.

Charles Darwin understood perfectly the moral implications of
atheism, which is one reason he gave for being “content to remain an
Agnostic.”13 In his autobiography, Darwin wrote: “A man who has no
assured and ever present belief in the existence of a personal God or of
a future existence with retribution and reward, can have for his rule of
life, as far as I can see, only to follow those impulses and instincts
which are the strongest or which seem to him the best ones.”14 If a
person has the urge to suffocate innocent children, like a snake may
suffocate its victims (including people), then, if there is no God, there
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is no objective moral law against suffocating children. If a person
impulsively drowns a kind elderly person, similar to a crocodile
drowning its prey, then, if atheism is true, this action could neither be
regarded as objectively good or evil. If young, unmarried teenagers
want to engage in sexual relations, then according to atheistic evolu-
tion, nothing should stop them.

At a 2006 meeting of the European Society of Human Reproduc-
tion and Embryology in Prague, evolutionist Dr. Laurence Shaw argued
that teenage sexual promiscuity and subsequent pregnancy should be
accepted as normal since they are simply “consequences of
evolution.”15 He stated:

[B]efore we condemn our teenagers for having sex behind the
bike sheds and becoming pregnant, we should remember that
this is a natural response by these girls to their rising fertility
levels. Society may ‘tut, tut’ about them, but their actions are
part of an evolutionary process that goes back nearly two
million years; whilst their behaviour may not fit with Western
society’s expectations, it is perhaps useful to consider it in the
wider context.16

Allegedly, when pre-marital sexual relations and teenage preg-
nancy are examined in view of the “wider context,” namely, our
supposed evolutionary heritage, they are perceived simply as natural,
normal, and acceptable. That is, allegedly pre-marital sex is not wrong,
and teenage pregnancy is not a blight on society.

Dr. Shaw’s comments are just another example of how destructive
atheistic evolutionary thought really is when taken to its logical
conclusion. If there is no God, and man evolved from slime, then there
are no universal, timeless, moral truths. If our alleged mammalian,
reptilian, and amphibian ancestors did not restrain themselves sexually,
why should we? If our supposed ape-like ancestors could mate
whenever, wherever, and with whomever, without feeling a twinge of
guilt, so can we! What is more, to criticize individuals for acting a
certain way (i.e., engaging in pre-marital sexual relations) supposedly
is intolerable and reveals a lack of intelligence. Dr. Shaw even mocked
those who “condemn” sexual promiscuity and teenage pregnancy by
saying they “tut, tut” about something without sufficient awareness of
the past.

Although Christians increasingly are viewed as unenlightened and
shallow minded, they actually are the ones who understand where
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irrational, atheistic evolutionary thought ultimately leads. If sexual
relations outside of marriage are merely “natural” and “part of an
evolutionary process,” then what about the many other things man may
desire to do? It may be “natural” for a person to covet (and take) what
another possesses. Stronger animals are often seen taking what weaker
animals possess. Should we tolerate theft, reasoning that our “actions
are part of an evolutionary process” that goes back millions of years?
It may be “natural” for people to have a desire to kill someone for
making them upset (e.g., being cut off by someone in traffic). Since our
animal ancestors killed each other, and since animals today continue to
kill, why should we not? Can you imagine if such argumentation was
used in theft and murder trials: “I’m not guilty because my animal
instincts made me do it”?

Brethren, especially young brothers and sisters who often find
themselves sitting at the feet of teachers and professors who espouse
such nonsense: “Let no one deceive you with empty words” (Eph. 5:6).
Theism makes perfect sense, and when taken to its logical conclusion
(i.e., faithful Christianity) leads to the sweet “fruit of the Spirit” (Eph.
5:9; Gal. 5:22-23). Imitating an infinitely loving (1 Jn. 4:8), good (Mk.
10:18), righteous (Ps. 11:7), and truthful God (Jn. 14:6), is not only “a
sweet-smelling aroma” to God (Eph. 5:1-2), but it makes this sin-
stained world, much more tolerable. That is, after all, what salt and
light do (Eph. 5:8-14; Mt. 5:13-16)—they make things better. Atheism,
however, when taken to its ultimate end is exposed (Eph. 5:11) for the
rotten, repulsive, and abominable theory that it is (Ps. 14:1).

In 1988, atheistic evolutionary biologist William Provine penned
an article for The Scientist titled, “Scientists, Face It! Science and
Religion are Incompatible.”17 Although true science and Christianity
live in perfect harmony with each other, Provine, in so far as he was
referring to evolutionary science and its implications, was exactly right:
evolutionary science and religion are incompatible. According to
Provine:

No purposive principles exist in nature. Organic evolution has
occurred by various combinations of random genetic drift,
natural selection, Mendelian heredity, and many other purpose-
less mechanisms. Humans are complex organic machines that
die completely with no survival of soul or psyche. Humans and
other animals make choices frequently, but these are determined
by the interaction of heredity and environment and are not the
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result of free will. No inherent moral or ethical laws exist, nor
are there absolute guiding principles for human society. The
universe cares nothing for us and we have no ultimate meaning
in life.18

Provine went on in the article to accuse evolutionists who fail to
take their theory to its logical conclusion of suffering from the “trying
to have one’s cake and eat it too” syndrome. He supposed that they may
be acting out of fear or wishful thinking, or may just be intellectually
dishonest. Why? Because they do not boldly admit what he does:
Atheistic evolution is true. Therefore, “No inherent moral or ethical
laws exist.”

Atheistic philosopher Jean Paul Sartre summarized atheism well in
a lecture he gave in 1946 titled “Existentialism is a Humanism.” Sartre
stated: “Everything is indeed permitted if God does not exist ... [H]e
cannot find anything to depend upon either within or outside himself.”
“If God does not exist,” Sartre recognized that we have no “values or
commands that could legitimise our behaviour. Thus we have neither
behind us, nor before us in a luminous realm of values, any means of
justification or excuse.”19

Though few they may be, atheists such as Provine, Sartre, and
others refuse to walk down the road of contradiction. That is, rather
than deny the premise: “If God does not exist, then objective moral
values do not exist,” they acknowledge it: “Everything is indeed
permitted if God does not exist.” Yet, if atheists refuse to admit that
real moral objectivity exists, then they are forced to admit that, for
example, when the Jews were starved, gassed, and experimented on
“like the animals” they reportedly were,20 the Nazis did nothing
inherently wrong. They were, to borrow from Provine, merely complex
organic, meaningless mechanisms that chose to follow the orders of the
Fuhrer. What a repulsive proposition! But it does not end there:
Atheism Lane leads to even more shameful, unfruitful works of
darkness.

Although evolutionist Randy Thornhill, co-author of the book A
Natural History of Rape, “would like to see rape eradicated from
human life,”21 he touted in a 2001 speech he delivered in Vancouver
that rape is actually “evolutionary, biological and natural ... Our male
ancestors became ancestors in part because they conditionally used
rape.”22 According to Thornhill and Palmer:
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Evolutionary theory applies to rape, as it does to other areas of
human affairs, on both logical and evidentiary grounds. There is
no legitimate scientific reason not to apply evolutionary or
ultimate hypotheses to rape ... Human rape arises from men’s
evolved machinery for obtaining a high number of mates in an
environment where females choose mates.23

If God does not exist, and if man evolved from lower life forms, in part
because they “conditionally used rape,” then even rape cannot be called
an objective moral evil. In fact, that is exactly what atheist Dan Barker
admitted.

In his 2005 debate with Peter Payne on Does Ethics Require God?,
Barker stated: “All actions are situational. There is not an action that
is right or wrong. I can think of an exception in any case.”24 Four years
later, Kyle Butt asked Barker in their debate on the existence of God:
“When would rape be acceptable?”25 Although Barker tried to make his
response as palatable as possible, he ultimately admitted that rape
would be permissible if, for example, it meant saving humanity from
certain destruction.26 Barker went on to admit (and even disturbingly
joke) that it would be acceptable to rape two, two thousand, or even
two million women, if, say, it resulted in saving six billion people from
hypothetical alien invaders.27 Do not miss the point. Dan Barker
admitted that rape would be acceptable given certain circumstances.
One obvious question is: “Who gets to decide the circumstances that
warrant the rape of innocent women?” Who is Barker to say that a man
would be wrong to rape a woman for revenge, say, because she crashed
into his new car? Or, who is Barker to say that it would be wrong to
rape a woman for stealing $1,000 from him, et cetera. The fact is, once
Barker (or any atheist) alleges that (1) God does not exist, and (2)
therefore, “No inherent moral or ethical laws exist”28 (a logical
deduction if God does not exist), then no one can logically be criticized
for anything. As Sartre put it: “Everything is indeed permitted if God
does not exist.” Rape, child abuse, multiple murder, pedophilia,
bestiality, et cetera cannot be condemned as objective evil, if God does
not exist.

What happens when atheistic evolutionists take their godless
philosophy to its logical conclusion, at least theoretically? They unveil
the true, hideous nature of atheism. Consider, for example, the
comments evolutionary ecologist Eric Pianka made in 2006 in
Beaumont, Texas where he was recognized as the Distinguished Texas
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Scientist of the Year. According to Forrest M. Mimms III, Chairman of
the Environmental Science Section of the Texas Academy of Science,
Pianka condemned “the idea that humankind occupies a privileged
position in the Universe” and “hammered his point home by exclaim-
ing, ‘We’re no better than bacteria!’”29 Pianka followed up this
comment by expressing his concerns “about how human overpopula-
tion is ruining the Earth.” According to Mims:

Professor Pianka said the Earth as we know it will not survive
without drastic measures. Then, and without presenting any data
to justify this number, he asserted that the only feasible solution
to saving the Earth is to reduce the population to 10 percent of
the present number ... His favorite candidate for eliminating 90
percent of the world’s population is airborne Ebola (Ebola
Reston), because it is both highly lethal and it kills in days,
instead of years.30

Although most people (a good 90% anyway) find Pianka’s
suggestion appalling, if atheism is true, and humanity really “evolved
from bacteria,” which is what public school textbooks have taught,31

there would be nothing inherently wrong for a man to attempt to
murder billions of people, especially if he is doing it for a “good”
reason (i.e., to save the only planet in the Universe on which we know
for sure life exists). There again, an objectively “good” reason can only
exist if God does. God, however, puts man on an entirely different level
than amoebas (Gen. 1:26-28; Ps. 8:4-8).

For those who refuse to have God in their knowledge (Rom. 1:28),
life will forever be filled with the self-contradictory, unreasonable,
inhumane lies of atheistic evolution. Indeed, “The fool has said in his
heart, ‘There is no God.’” (Ps. 14:1a). When atheists actually follow
through with their godless philosophy and let it complete its journey of
indifference, they peel back the phony charming façade of atheism and
reveal it for what the psalmist said that it actually is: corrupt and
abominable, where no one does good (Ps. 14:1b). On the other hand,
when theists follow the evidence to the Creator (cf. Ps. 19:1-4), they
discover a benevolent God Who is good (Ps. 100:5; Mk. 10:18) and
Who demands that His obedient followers “do good to all” (Gal. 6:10).

CONCLUSION:
ACKNOWLEDGE THE WAR! JOIN THE FIGHT!

Highly acclaimed atheistic evolutionary scientists (e.g., Richard
Dawkins, Stephen Hawking, et cetera) recognize that a war is going
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on—a war between atheistic evolutionary science and theistic anti-
evolutionary science. Atheists say that they are ready to “get on with
it.”32 They are speaking “with an evangelist’s zeal” and declare that
they are “ready to fight the good fight.”33 They are attempting to use
their vain, empty words to set atheistic evolution “in place of God.”34

Christians must not shy away from this battle. We, too, must roll
up our sleeves and heed the apostle Paul’s admonition to “Fight the
good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). We must strive to “speak the words
of truth and reason” (Acts 26:25), and “be ready to give a defense to
everyone” (1 Pet. 3:15).

What can Christians do? How can we fight against godless,
evolutionary science? It seems fitting to close this lesson with a list of
practical suggestions in our fight against atheistic evolution.

1. Recognize that there is a battle over the most fundamental
pillar of Christianity (the existence of God), and resolve to do
something.

2. Begin teaching your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces,
et cetera the case for creation and the case against evolution
before they ever enter school. Then continue this instruction as
they get older.

3. Homeschool your children if possible. Children can receive a
great, well-rounded education from those who love them the
most, without being subject to the foolishness of atheistic
evolution at early ages. What is more, studies have shown that
on average, homeschoolers score 30 percentile points higher
than the average public school student on standardized science
tests.35

4. Encourage your children to ask questions about God, creation,
and evolution. If you do not answer their questions, someone
will—and that someone probably will be an evolutionist.

5. Give your children (and yourself!) the tools needed to build a
strong faith—one that is based on both reason and revelation.

6. Familiarize yourself with Web sites such apologeticspress.org
and christiancourier.com, which provide immediate answers to
many of your questions. They also aid students with term
papers, reports, speeches, et cetera.
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7. Donate books and videos about creation to school and public
libraries.36

8. Make it a point to share your views about creation with school
board members, legislators, textbook commissioners, and other
educational policy makers.

9. Let teachers know that they have your support if they choose
to teach about the errors and weaknesses of evolutionary
theory.

10. Attempt to create an open-minded atmosphere in your commu-
nity, so that creation and evolution can both be discussed.

11. Work with parents, teachers, churches, et cetera to develop or
publicize workshops or seminars about the errors of evolution
and the evidence for God’s existence.
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